


EDUCATION, IRELAND. 



FIRST REPORT of the Commissioners appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to administer the Funds granted by Parliament for 
the Education of the Poor of Ireland. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL 
GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

W E, the undersigned Commissioners appointed to administer the Funds 
granted by Parliament for the Education of the Poor of Ireland, beg leave 
to report to Your Excellency as follows : 

We commenced receiving applications for aid towards Schools in January 1832, 
and the total number made to us to the present time amounts to 1 ,548. 

We have granted assistance to 789 Schools which are now in full operation. We 
made grants to 52 other Schools, which have since ceased to be in connection with 
us ; in general we deemed it right to discontinue aid to them in consequence of the 
reports of our inspectors. We have promised aid towards the building of 199 
Schools which have not as yet been completed. 

We have rejected 216 applications, and have 292 now before us for conside- 
ration. 

The Schools which we already have in operation are attended by 1 07,042 
children ; and, according to the estimates transmitted to us, those which are to be 
opened in the houses not yet finished will be attended by a further number of 
36,804; so that the whole of the Schools existing and in preparation will afford the 
benefits of education to 143,846 children. 

We have the satisfaction to state, that throughout our correspondence with the 
patrons of schools, we have found them disposed to act with perfect integrity and 
candour : some instances of deviation from our rules have been reported to us, but 
on inquiry into the circumstances, we have in general received' such explanations as 
have been satisfactory to us. 

An important part of the duty entrusted to us is the preparation of books for the 
use of the Schools and School Libraries. We have hitherto directed our attention 
chiefly to the compilation of books for Schools only ; we have prepared and pub- 
lished four numbers of a series of reading books, to which we propose to add a 
fifth ; the lessons of which these books consist have been so written or selected as 
that, while they are used as reading exercises, they convey elements of knowledge 
to the children in regular order. We have also published treatises - on arithmetic 
and book-keeping and a translation of Clairant’s Geometry. Some books having 
been hastily prepared to meet the urgent necessities of the Schools, will require a 
further revision, but we are enabled to add, that the whole have already met with 
very general approbation, and we propose so to arrange the prices and mode of sale 
as to bring them as much as possible into general use. 

Besides these works on the ordinary subjects of education, we have compiled 
and printed two numbers of a series of lessons from the Holy Scriptures, one from 
the Old, the other from the New Testament, and we propose to go on adding to 
them until we complete a copious abstract of the narrative parts of the Sacred 
Volume, interspersed with suitable passages from the poetical and didactic parts 
of it. We proceed on the undertaking with perfect unanimity,’ and anticipate, 
from the general circulation of the work, the best results. 
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Vide Appendix, 2. 



2 FIRST REPORT FROM THE COMMISSIONERS 

It having been imputed to to us that we intended to substitute these extracts 
from the Scriptures for the Sacred Volume itself, we deemed it necessary to iniard 
against such misrepresentation by annexing to the first number of them the follow 
ing Preface : 

“ These selections are offered, not as a substitute for the Sacred Volume itself 
hut as an introduction to it, in the hope of their leading to a more general 
and more profitable perusal of the Word of God. The passages introduced have 
been chosen, not as being of more importance than the rest of Scripture but 
merely as appearing to be most level to the understandings of children and vouth 
at school, and also best fitted to he read under the direction of teachers not 
necessarily qualified, and certainly not recognized, as teachers of religion • no ms 
sage has either been introduced or omitted under the influence of any nartic ,hr 
view ot Christianity, doctrinal or practical.” J t r 

It has been further imputed to us, that we denied to children the benefits of 
religious instruction, and kept the Word of God from them; to guard also 
against this extraordinary misrepresentation, we have introduced the following note, 
into our regulations : “ » notes 

No 1 . “ The ordinary school business, during which all the children, of what 
ever denomination they be, are required to attend, and which is expected to 
embrace a competent number of hours in each day, is to consist exclusive!? 
of instiuction m those branches of knowledge which belong to literarv and 
moral education Such extracts from the Scriptures as are® prepared under 
lie sanction of the Hoard may be used, and are earnestly recommended by 

business ' ™ g th ° Se ! ° Un a "° tted t0 tbis °<dinary schod 

N ,V' “,9? e d y in each (independently of Sunday) is to be set 
limit for religious instruction of the children, on which day such pasture o? 
other persons as arc approved of by the parents or guardianJof the’ child -e? 

t ori^l^^u™ %** PU,1 ’ 0Se ' P“*» 1-e signed 

any^^ 

the same purpose, either before or after the ordinary 1 school business fh* 
managers may determine) on the other days of the week. busmess 0 s tlle 

7ove b of P tCte“..t erel,gIUUS in8trUCti ° n ’ whose P*™ ts "goJ&fg 

is also to be observed respecting prayer. " S mstruct > 0 »- The same regulation 

daum- „ C f — f the daily atten- 

quarter, according to a form to be furnished by the Bo”d?“ W “ k “ d e “ Ch 

ouv ruip,, , vith the view of under . 
all denominations together, so that they <e . s,le . t0 brm S cb ™tian children of 
points of education which do not clash with IT™ ™. str “ ct,0D m common in those 
take care that sufficient dme be setariariTir UnJ P f tlC !’. la . r leIi g ious °P™°ns, we 
the ministers of God’s Word of ill Christ, •, f m , ute 'chgious instruction, and that 

Shall have the fullest and 'l'° se a PP™«' b T them, 

the children of their respective Lnomin2,s 7 “P“ und "'S *, and of seeing that 
weekly, but daily, if they think prop™ understand it, not only 

hy the progress we have 

lias been gratefully received and approredhy rtf ““"" W t0 »ur charge 

continue to spread and prosper ’ } 1HlbllC 1,1 Seucral ; we trust it will 
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It shall be, as it ever has been, our constant object so to administer it as to 
make it acceptable and beneficial to the whole of His Majesty’s subjects • to train 
up and unite through it the youth of the country together, whatever their religious 
differences may be, in feelings and habits of attachment and friendship towards 
each other, and thus to render it the means of promoting charity and goodwill 
amongst all classes of the people. & 

We annex a statement of our Receipts and Expenditure to the 31st December 
1833, and of our present liabilities, to which we beg to refer. 

(signed) LEINSTER. 

Rd. DUBLIN. 

D. MURRAY. 

FRANC SADLEIR. 

JAMES CARLISLE. 

A. R. BLAKE. 

ROBERT HOLMES. 



APPENDIX, No. 1 . 



ABSTRACT of the Receipts and Expenditure, with the Liabilities of the 
Commissioners of Education, to 31st December 1833. 



RECEIPTS: £. s . d. 

Treasury Issues - - 29,328 13 11 

Books .sold - - - 1,187 4 11 

Lodgment by Messrs.] 

Coutts’ and Co. on ac-f 100 - - 
count of a Lady - -J 

Balance - - - 19,187 16 jo 



PAYMENTS: 

To 31st Dec. 1833 ■ 
Grants not yet paid, but 
for which Commissioners 
are liable : — 

For building"! 



schools _/ 12 >6 64 
up" 



Fitting 

ditto 



3,110 11 8 



Salaries, do. 4,954 - - 
Requisites. "1 

ditto -J 2 33 " - 



£. s. ( /. 
28,842 i 8 



20,961 14 - 



£.49,803 15 8 



£.49,803 15 8 



APPENDIX, No. 2. 



Regulations and Directions to be attended to in making Application to the 
Commissioners of National Education, for Aid towards the building of School-houses or 
lor the support of Schools. ' 



I. On Building School-houses. 

1. When aid is sought from the Commissioners for building a school-house, the site of 
the intended building is to be described, the tenure by which it is held stated, and a plan of 
the house, with estimates by one or more respectable tradesmen furnished, one-third at 
least of the expense to be locally contributed. 

2. The school-house, when finished, is to be vested in trustees, to be chosen by the 
applicants themselves, and their names reported to the Commissioners for their approbation; 
these trustees to hold the school-house for the purpose of National Education, according to 
the regulations set forth in this paper. 

3- No alteration is to be made in the trusteeship without the concurrence of the Com- 
missioners. If any of the trustees die or resign, new trustees shall be elected to supply their 
place, subject to the approval of the Board. 

4. Although the Commissioners do not absolutely refuse aid in all cases towards the 
erection of school-houses on ground connected with the place of worship, yet they much 
prefer their being erected on ground which is not so connected, when it can be obtained ; 
they therefore expect, that before church, chapel or meeting-house ground be adopted as 
the site of a school-house, inquiry be made whether another convenient site may be obtained, 
and the result of the inquiry stated to them. 

5 - The Board do not contribute to the ornamenting of school-houses, but merely to the 
accommodation of the children in plain substantial buildings : if buildings of a more orna- 
mented and expensive kind be preferred, the whole of the extra expenses must be provided 
by the applicants. 

6. The Board do not contribute towards the erecting of apartments for teachers. 

If. On 
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